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Welcome from the Principal
As Principal, I would like to wish you a very warm welcome to the RSA Academy. 
Our mission is to develop well-rounded individuals who are successful in all aspects of their 
lives; citizens who can make a difference on a local and global scale and young people who 
have high aspirations for themselves and their community. Our students will be equipped 
with the knowledge, skills and competences to allow them to thrive in an ever-changing world. 

Our teaching and learning methods are 
attracting huge interest from around 

examination outcomes for all our students at 
GCSE and Post 16. This is something that we 
value highly in ensuring that every student 

who attends the Academy is equipped with 
the competences, skills and knowledge, 
and academic success necessary for higher 

education, employment and making a very 
positive contribution to society.
Our range of partnerships with leading 
businesses, universities and the RSA 
Fellowship means that all our students 
have access to opportunities which are not 
available anywhere else. This is part of our 
uniqueness and one which ensures that we 
raise the aspirations of all our students. 

 

Our Opening Minds curriculum challenges 
and prepares students to better understand 
and learn.Students have access to the latest 
hi-tech environments to develop their 
competences and skills and prepare for an 
ever-changing world. 

As a parent myself, I want students to be 
challenged by new and exciting learning 
experiences and have opportunities to 
develop their talents.  

So, is the RSA Academy the right choice for 
you and your child? We believe so.

As an independent school, our expectations 
are very high – attendance, behaviour, 
uniform and attitudes to learning should 
be excellent. We will demand the very best 

from your child and they will need to be 
prepared to fully embrace our ethos and be 
a true ambassador for the RSA Academy. 
In return, we offer the highest quality 
teaching and learning experiences from very 
committed and highly skilled staff all within 
a new, purpose-built environment which is 
second to none.

The Academy provides a safe, secure and 

between parents, students and our staff is 
the key to successful, enjoyable and highly 
valued education. If this matches your 
expectations of secondary education for 
your child, then I look forward to meeting you.

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

Daulton Redmond

 

Principal
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I would like to share a couple of highlights 
from last year with you. The first is to 
congratulate Alex Beddall.  Alex will be starting 
his university life shortly at St Peter’s College, 
Oxford. Alex is our first student to secure 
a place at Oxford and we are hugely proud 
of him and his achievements.  We know that 
he will be coming back to the Academy from 
time to time to speak to younger students 
and to inspire them to work hard, achieve 
fantastic exam results and, who knows, be our 
next Oxbridge students!

The second is to mention another student 
who left us in June 2014.  Andrew Watts 
achieved an outstanding International 
Baccalaureate Diploma score. He gained 42

 points from a possible 45. This incredibly high 
score puts him among the top 5% of all 
students worldwide.  This is equivalent to 5 A 
Levels at A* and is an incredible achievement. 
We wish him well for his university studies 
and again, look forward to welcoming him 
back to inspire other students. 

highly enjoyable environment for learning – 
as noted by Ofsted in their inspection in 
January 2014 -  your child will be cared for, 
their self confidence nurtured and mutual 
respect developed. Our Academy environment 
is designed to ensure that students are motivated 
andenthused in their learning and, as a result,
should make the most of the opportunities
provided for them. Disrupting other students
from learning or bullying in any form is not
acceptable and will not be tolerated.



The Academy is hugely important because it is a physical and long 
lasting symbol of the RSA’s commitment to education and to the 
people of Tipton. The RSA sponsorship of the Academy is designed to 
help and support the local community and ensure that every young 
person is equipped with the knowledge and skills they will need to 
make a success of their lives.

.......................................................................................................
I am delighted that the RSA has sponsored an 
Academy and am equally delighted to be its 
Chair of Governors. 
................................................................................................... ....

The Governors wish to ensure that the Academy meets the needs 
of all students and families. It is vitally important to us that we 
know and understand your views and opinions and for this reason 
the Parent Council and Student Parliament are vital links to the 
Governing Body.

There have been many important developments since the RSA 
Academy opened in 2008. There has been tremendous improvement 
in our GCSE results; we have successfully introduced the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) - one of very few schools in the West 

The Opening Minds curriculum is proving successful and the Academy 
has welcomed many visitors from home and abroad to see for 
themselves what we are offering. The range of activities available is 
extensive, our drama and music productions have attracted great 
reviews and many students have experienced extended visits to venues 
both in the UK and abroad.

 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Philippa Cordingley 
Chair of Governors 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Welcome from the Chair of Governors

to engineers, accountants to university Vice Chancellors, and from actors to politicians. 
The Academy works closely with the RSA and its members, many of whom welcome the 
opportunity to get directly involved with the Academy.

I was delighted to learn that one of our parents was quoted as saying: 
‘I feel that the teaching at this school is not just about 
education. It is about values, beliefs and the future’. I couldn’t 
have put it better myself. Each one of our students deserves every chance to 
develop their talents and abilities to achieve as highly as possible. That is the 
goal of the Academy. Key to this is our staff, students and their parents and 
here we have the best. The future for the Academy is truly bright.

the IB with the new IBCC (the International Baccalaureate Career 
related Certificate). Our Post-16 students continue to secure their 
first choices of university as a result of their excellent IB grades. For 
the second consecutive year, we have a student studying architecture – 
this year at the University of Nottingham.



It is the only one to have been planned around the RSA’s Opening Minds curriculum framework.  
This framework uses competences as the building blocks of the curriculum which means that students at 
the Academy develop vital competences that are much in demand by employers and by further and higher 
education. Students learn how to work in teams, how to manage their own time and how to work to 

and as learners. 

They develop the skills of learning so that when they go on to further and higher education they will be 
well equipped to cope with the challenges they will face – including living and learning alongside people 
from different backgrounds, being responsible for themselves and understanding what being a good              
citizen means.

About the RSA Academy
The RSA Academy is sponsored by the RSA (the Royal Society for 
the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce) which is 
an independent charity founded in 1754. 



• Different ways of teaching and learning through our Opening Minds curriculum 

• A longer day, longer learning sessions and extra opportunities for every student

• Support, care and guidance with every student having their own personal tutor

• Students taking exams when they are ready and not when their age dictates

• 
of GCSEs and BTECs

• 
IBCC and specialised Level 3 vocational courses all providing progression to 
university, college or employment

• 
and a four week summer holiday

• Five reports a year for parents to monitor the progress of their child

• A residential experience for every student

• A smart uniform with all students required to wear blazers and ties

• Open for the community every evening and weekend to use the most up-to-
date resources and facilities

The Academy offers a 
unique combination of 
experiences including: Our aim is to provide the highest quality education for all our students, raise their aspirations and attainment and build on their 

individual needs, talents and abilities. Our vision is innovative and far-reaching – we have established links with a number of 

and varied curriculum which fully prepares them for life within the 21st century.

The Academy focuses on:

• Providing a safe, supportive and caring environment for students

• Nurturing tolerance, understanding and respect for all members of the Academy community

• 

• Raising aspirations, attainment and motivation through a positive work ethic and stimulating environment

• Promoting very high expectations of behaviour, attendance, uniform and attitudes to learning

Transforming learning, 
transforming lives

............................................................................................................................. .. ............................................................... . .

............................................................................................................................. .................................................................. . .

We both wanted to take this opportunity to write and express our thanks to you and your colleagues for your wide-ranging input 
into our son’s life over the past 7 years. 

We are obviously delighted with the results he has achieved both at GCSE/BTEC and IB level and are grateful for the teaching he has 
received but more than that we are grateful for the care, concern and encouragement he has received and for the wide-ranging 
opportunities which he has had to grow and develop in a number of ways, opportunities which we are very aware he would not have 
received at other schools. Please, therefore, convey our thanks to all those who have been part of his learning journey and who make 
the RSA Academy what it is and our very best wishes to you all going forward - please be encouraged to go on doing what you do in 
making a real difference in the lives of Tipton children.

Academy students all achieved their first choice university places again in 2014. Destinations include: St Peter's, Oxford; University of 
Birmingham; University of Nottingham and Birmingham City University.

.



Romney House – Mrs Farnsworth 

As Head of Romney House, I am committed to 

challenging, exciting, rewarding and when the time 
comes, leaving with no regrets, having seized every 
opportunity to achieve.   

Along with a fantastic team of tutors, I have Miss 
Hadley, Assistant Head of House who works alongside 
me. We are part of the School of Arts, Humanities, 
Sports and Leisure – the yellow block of the Academy.

Our motto is ‘Get Involved....make a difference!’ which 
epitomises what our House is all about - that by 
being involved in your own learning, house activities 
and in the community, you CAN make a difference.            
Our colour is yellow and our logo is the Romney Bee... 

I look forward to meeting you soon!

Shipley House – Mr Anderson

As Head of Shipley, l take the lead in your child’s 
pastoral care and have high expectations of all Shipley 
students encompassing their behaviour, attendance, 
uniform, attitude to people and above all their attitude 
towards academic study.  

Shipley House is focused to ensure that all pupils 
are motivated and enthused to be at the Academy 
whilst creating an environment that is safe, secure 

for all staff and pupils.  My Assistant Head of House is        
Mrs O’Connor. 

We are part of the School of Language and 
Communication – the blue block of the Academy.

I will look forward to meeting with you very soon and 
welcoming you into our house.

Adam House – Mrs Long

Adam House is the Academy’s green team. We wear a 
green stripe on our tie and are part of the School of 
Maths, Science and Technology – the green block of   
the Academy. 

We have a motto of ‘One house, one family, one team’ 
and are also known as the green army. Adam House is 
named after the architect Robert Adam who designed 
the historic house of the RSA in the mid 1700’s.  

The Assistant Head of House is Ivan Richards. My job 
is to make sure that all members of our house feel safe 
and secure and enjoy coming to the Academy every day; 

also socially, morally and emotionally.

I look forward to meeting you very soon.

experienced teaching and pastoral staff is 
ideally suited to helping your child thrive 
and succeed at the RSA Academy and we 
will do everything that we can to make sure 
that all our students do so. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mrs J Jones
Director of Student Support Services
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Support Services
All students should feel safe, secure and happy within the Academy.

The care of all students at the RSA Academy is focused on both their academic and pastoral wellbeing. The role of the 
Academy is to enable all students to achieve their potential. We believe it is important for the Academy to support 
academic, social and emotional progress by making sure that all the necessary systems and procedures are in place. 

Every student belongs to a House – Romney, Shipley or Adam and will have a personal tutor who they meet every day 
for thirty minutes.  Students know that they will be supported by staff and students both within their tutor group and the 
house system. The tutor will be able to discuss any issues about your child’s welfare and progress and the tutor will be the 

The Houses

So in Student Support Services we have a focused team which includes the Heads of House, the Student Support Manager
(Louise Pinner), the Parental Link Worker (Rachael Baker) and leading the attendance team Gurpreet Sembhi. In addition 
to our own team the Academy has strong links with numerous agencies which we will call upon to give both our students 
and parents the specialist support they might need.  We know that our students will be more successful in their academic 
studies if they feel that all their needs are being met and that they feel supported and cared for within the environment of 
the Academy.  We will work with you to support your child through the Academy, making sure that all students achieve their 
potential and that none ‘fall through the net’.



Arts, Humanities, Sport and Leisure
the creative qualities of our students together with extending their cultural perspectives and their 
understanding of their roles within society. Students learn that they can have a positive impact on 
their society – beginning within the Academy itself but then expanding to include their local area; 

eventually as they mature extending their horizons nationally and internationally.

In Humanities, while studying History and Geography, students regularly 
work with local history and environmental groups and have opportunities 
to participate in international visits to enrich their experience,                 
an important part of their studies. Recent examples of these have been 
trips to Auschwitz and to our partner school in South Africa. Groups of 
staff and Post-16 students visit South Africa each autumn, spending some 
time in a national park and a few days living with local families, getting 
involved with the life of the school. 

There are a number of performances and exhibitions throughout the 
year and these give all of our students the opportunity to showcase their 
achievements, whatever their chosen discipline. Students’ art work has been 
displayed in several local museums and galleries including Oak House in 
West Bromwich – as well as around the Academy building! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Miss S Barnes
Director of School and Vice Principal
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Through the Arts, students explore a range of cultures and forms of 
expression from dance to drama, music and technology, theatre, art and 
photography with regular opportunities to work with local, national and 
international artists of all disciplines. We encourage all students to learn a 
musical instrument, should they wish. Regular performance platforms are 
given to them in a range of exciting settings. These have included 
collaborating with Welsh National Opera to script a one-act opera – and 
then having front row seats at a local performance! Dance students have 
performed at Sadlers’ Wells in London – and two students scored full marks 
for their examination pieces – an incredible achievement.

In sports, Academy teams have triumphed regularly in both regional and 
national competitions. All students have regular access to a wide variety of 
sports, at all levels, including football, trampolining, hockey, table tennis, cricket 
and many more. We recently launched the Post-16 Football Academy – a 
unique suite of qualifications which is provided jointly by the Academy and 
the Football Association. This course is open to a small number of talented 
footballers each year. 

Art can be studied at Key Stage 4 and 5 and visits to local galleries and 
museums are an integral part of the courses. These visits help to extend students’ 
cultural awareness in addition to exposing them to different art forms and 
techniques thereby helping students to develop their own artistic skills and 
range. The RSA Academy Arts Website launched a few months ago. This is a 
very exciting commercial initiative, which allows the Academy students to 
showcase their artwork to a wider audience. A selection of work is available 
to buy, as is a small range of cards. All profits from the sales are re-invested in 
the Academy for the benefit of the students.  

 The Academy now has a tradition of producing a pantomime each Christmas – 
a thoroughly enjoyable and entertaining evening for audience and participants 
alike.



There are many courses available to study in English including 
GCSE English and the International GCSE. Students can gain 
language and literature qualifications and will study a wide 
variety of texts; including Shakespeare and a selection of works 
from the 20th century. Students are encouraged to use complex 
vocabulary and sentence structures that will aid them across all 
subjects within the Academy. 

The acquisition of foreign language skills enables our students 
to compete for international employment opportunities across 
Europe and further afield. French, German and Spanish are 
taught throughout the Academy from Year 7 to Post 16.
This enables students to first gain an understanding of the 
cultures of these countries, then go on to acquire first-class 
language skills. Year 8 students have the opportunity to study 
Latin for a week and in 2013 our students were accredited as 
‘Best Sandwell Schools’ team. The students gain a Stage One 
Certificate in Foundation Latin – as well as having a thoroughly 
good time. 

Psychology was successfully introduced last year as a GCSE 
subject. This gives students the opportunity to further hone 
their analytical and critical thinking skills and gain an appreciation 
of ‘how science works’. The topics studied are relevant to the 
everyday lives of students and provide a firm foundation for 
further study at Post-16 should students wish to. Our partnership 
with the University of Birmingham means that university staff 
and undergraduate students are working with our students 
developing learning modules and research projects – fantastic 
for all concerned!

Business Studies has become a real Academy success. Students 
are introduced to the subject within Opening Minds at Key 
Stage 3 and can then choose to study it at Key Stages 4 and 5. 
Students gain a real understanding of the world of business and 
commerce. This year the students have won two national awards 
with leading industry sector organisations – BT and Vauxhall.

ICT is studied at all levels within the Academy.  GCSE and 
vocational courses are available to suit individual needs and all 
are based around the business environment. For students to 
compete in higher education and employment the development 
of IT skills, knowledge and application is a necessity. Courses 
are regularly updated incorporating the latest innovative 
technologies into lessons giving our students a head start when 
they move on to employment, further or higher education.  
Many students have moved on to university to study degrees in 
ICT…resulting in us employing two graduates who did exactly this!

Media and Film can be studied at both Key Stages 4 and 5. 
With a mix of practical and theoretical work, students develop 
both technological and analytical skills in our dedicated ‘mac’ 
media suite. We have a Student Media Team who recently 
interviewed Sir Bob Geldof as part of their commission to film 
an international educational conference in central Birmingham. 
Within the courses students are given opportunities to create 
their own films, allowing them to develop their creativity with 
technology in ways they have seen only on TV!

Our in-house radio station is run by a group of student 
enthusiasts and is on-air every week; interviewing visitors to 
the Academy, informing students of special events and generally 
making sure that everyone is well informed about what is 
happening within the Academy.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mr A Dibble
Director of School and Vice Principal
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Language and 
Communication (L&C)
Within the School of Language & Communication 

there is a strong philosophy of studying subjects 

in a format that enables students to have real 

life problem solving experiences, gain a greater 

understanding of individual and group needs within 

the world of work, as well as broadening students’ 

cultural understanding. 



The Black Country was defined by its feats during the Industrial 
Revolution in engineering and manufacturing. In MST we recognise 
the importance of engineering to the region and learners are 
flourishing through the opportunities we can offer. One of our Post 
16 students gained a prestigious Arkwright Foundation Bursary which 
not only provided him with funds to buy technical equipment but also 
gave him access to industrial mentors. Our first successful applicant 
will join the highly competitive Jaguar-Land Rover apprenticeship 
programme in September 2013. Furthermore our partnership with 
the multinational company, Caparo, gives Academy students regular 
opportunities for industrial visits, work experience, apprenticeships 
and the possibility of a funded place at university.

The variety of courses in MST ensures that the needs of all our 
students are met especially in our science courses. The Triple Science 
GCSE and International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme which 
includes Physics, Chemistry and Biology, give students an academic 
experience that will prepare them for the rigours of higher education. 
The Vocational BTEC course provides students with relevant 
vocational learning together with practical skills which will be 
useful in all career paths. An excellent example of this is our CPLD 
Childcare course, which uses alternating weeks in work placement 
and study at the Academy to provide an experience that gives our 
learners the confidence and skills to go on to higher education.

We expand learning beyond the Academy day and like to involve 
parents in the learning experiences of our students. Our ‘Bang goes 

the Academy’ sessions are always popular and provide families with 
the opportunity and time to work together on fun and interesting 
projects that develop teamwork skills. In the Maths and Science cafés 
held regularly throughout the year parents and students learn study 
techniques to use at home to improve their children’s exam grades. 

Each year we reward exceptional performance through our 
celebration dinner. This is planned, cooked and served by our Year 
9 Hospitality students, giving them invaluable practical experience 
and forming part of their portfolio of evidence towards their final 
qualification. The Academy’s very popular and successful Hospitality 
courses blend practical and theoretical learning, plus the opportunity 
to visit restaurants and hospitality and catering venues in the area. 
Hospitality students regularly provide the ‘service’ for Academy 
events – including serving the buffet when HRH Prince Philip opened 
the new Academy buildings a couple of years ago. 

Our annual Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) Fayre 
showcases the very best of our work and invites in local businesses 
to show the range of careers and opportunities that the STEM 
subjects can provide – an enormous help to our students and builds 
on the rich cultural heritage of the Black Country. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mr M Carpenter
Director of School and Vice Principal
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Maths, Science and Technology (MST)
In the School of Maths, Science and Technology our learners develop the skills, knowledge 

and understanding to help them become numerate citizens, able to interpret the world 

around them and to prepare for an innovative future. Our curriculum falls into four broad 

areas, Mathematics, Science, Technology and Engineering, and Food and Health. 



A day in the
life of a Year 7 
student at the 
RSA Academy

8.30

13.15

12.15

11.45

10.15

15.45

We’re starting today with English. I have really enjoyed reading Holes by 
Louis Sachar. It is set in America and a boy, Stanley, has been sent to 
Camp Green Lake Detention Centre for something he didn’t do. We have 
done a lot of role play and scenario planning while reading the book. 
It reminded me a little bit of the drama workshops we did in the Academy 
Summer School based on Wicked! Later this year we will be studying 
Shakespeare’s Much Ado about Nothing. I don’t know anything about this 
play at all so I’m looking forward to finding out what the plot is! We have 
Breakfast every day during our first lesson. Today I’m going to have a 
toasted crumpet with my juice. I usually have cereal or beans on toast 
so it is time for me to try something different!

And we are off to Maths now. I enjoyed Maths at primary school and 
I really look forward to my Maths lessons here at the Academy. Some 
of us will be entered for the UK Maths Challenge. Last year, the Academy 
won 20 gold medals and 2 students were entered for the UK Olympiad. 
It would be brilliant if I could get that far! At the very least we are aiming 
to get more medals than last year.

Now it’s time for Mentoring and Guidance with my tutor. My tutor 
group has a mixture of students from all year groups and this has helped 
me to settle into the Academy really quickly. Next week a group of us 
will be taking part in an Assembly for our House. Three of us have 
volunteered to sing the song that we have been practising in Enrichment 
this term – I’m nervous about doing this but excited about it at the same 
time.

Now it is time for the REAL Project. We are about half way through this 
term’s project which is to produce a book for next year’s Year 7 students. 
We have learned a lot about the RSA Academy and about the Royal 
Society of Arts (the Academy’s sponsor). I have also learned that we are 
part of a Family of Academies and that I will get the chance to go to the 
other RSA schools in Coventry, Redditch and Birmingham!

We have to get our book finished in a couple of weeks’ time because we are holding an 
exhibition at the end of term that all our parents will be invited to. Our book will be 
published so that it can be given to next year’s Year 7s. The REAL Project is a bit different 
to my other lessons because there is a theme each term and at the end of the term there is 
an exhibition or a presentation. The Principal, Mr Redmond, will come as well as our parents 
so we have to make sure that our work is the best that it can be! This term we found out 
more about our residential trip.  All year 7 students are going away for a week in September. 
During the week we will be expected to take part in lots of activities but we will also 
be expected to lead some of them as well – an important Opening Minds competence! 
There will be time for us to think about what we have been doing – how it has made us 
feel; how we can ‘grow’ as individuals and learners at the Academy. I am really excited about 
what we will be doing.

It’s time for lunch in the ReStAurant. We have a choice every day of several
hot meals, salads or sandwiches. Today I had roast lamb and roast potatoes,
followed by apple crumble and custard! After lunch it’s back to the REAL
project for 30 minutes.

It’s the last lesson of the day and it is Science. We often do an experiment –
after we have planned how to do it; what safety equipment we might need;
how we will write up what happened. Today we will be using the
microscopes to look at plant and animal cells – awesome! Some of the
Year 10 students went to the University of Warwick last week to spend
the day in the Chemistry Lab there. I would love to do that when I am in
Year 10!

And it’s time to go home! On Fridays we go home earlier at 14.15 and that 
gives me more time to work on my extended task.

14.15



Students learn in many ways and our 

role is to ensure that they experience 

a wide range of activities both within 

and beyond the classroom which 

extends their learning into new areas. 

Within the Academy all students access our Enrichment 
Programme which takes place during the day and offers 
everyone the opportunity to follow interests in sports, arts, 
science, technology and outdoor activities.  This is a central 
part of our approach to the curriculum and provides 
enhancement and enrichment for everyone within 
the Academy.

In addition we also provide every student with a 
residential experience during their time at the Academy 
and encourage all students to participate in the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award scheme. 

Enrichment



The International Baccalaureate is a rigorous 2 year academic 
programme which covers a wide range of subjects including English, 
Spanish, French, German, Business, Psychology, History, Geography, 
Sciences, Maths and the Arts. We believe the IB is the perfect 

a range of subjects, ensuring both breadth and depth of study.         
The full range of subjects and courses is given in our Post-16 
Prospectus, also on the Academy’s website.

Students from the RSA Academy regularly attend the IBO’s World 
Student Conferences. In the last couple of years students have 
represented the Academy at the conferences held in Oregon in the 
USA and Segovia in Spain. In 2013 the RSA Academy took the lead in 
organising the event, held at Warwick University. 

The high standing of our IB education always attracts students from 
overseas to come to the Academy to study. Over the last couple of 
years we have welcomed students from many countries including 
France, the Netherlands, Germany and Venezuela. These students 
thoroughly enjoy their studies at the Academy; they also enrich the 
lives of our ‘local’ students . In addition to our overseas students, 
our high quality IB courses draw students in from areas around the 
Academy. This combination of students helps to enrich the learning 
environment of all our students, throughout the Academy. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

‘Post 16 at the Academy is a truly enriching 
and valuable experience. The range of 
opportunities on offer includes: national 
and international residentials, leadership 
enhancement, ambassadorship, personal and 
professional development; as well as providing 
excellent teaching, advice and guidance to 
prepare us for our future career aspirations.’
Amy Arnold and Danielle Foster (current Year 13 students)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The RSA Academy is accredited as an International Baccalaureate 
World School making us a member of an exclusive community of 
nearly 3,000 centres across the world. The full Diploma is equal to 
4.5 A Levels and is weighted heavily in terms of UCAS points for 
university entry. Higher Education destinations for Year 13 students 
now include: the University of Birmingham, Goldsmiths College 
(University of London), the University of Dundee, University of 
Manchester and the University of Oslo.

(IBCC) is a post 16 curriculum framework targeted at ‘career 
minded’ students. As an alternative pathway to the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP), the IBCC merges 
academic and vocational courses to create a unique ‘industry 
focussed’ programme of learning. 

at Level 3 including Engineering, Childcare and Hospitality and 
Catering. These rigorous courses provide a pathway to university 
and/or to employment. 

The Academy’s Post 16 Alumni is now becoming established. This is 
important because it will help our graduates to stay in touch with 
us – many of our former students visit us regularly and mentor 
younger students. It will, of course, also help our former students to 
keep in touch with each other. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mr S Guy
Head of Post 16
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Post 16
Our Post 16 students achieve some of the 

the International Baccalaureate Diploma 
and the International Baccalaureate 

The International Baccalaureate 
Organisation (IBO) recognises the high 

quality of our IBCC courses and the 
Academy is now working with schools 

across Europe, Africa and the Middle East 
to help them develop their own IBCC 

courses under our guidance. 

For full details of all courses within Post-16, please see
the separate Post-16 Prospectus.



Student Leadership Team

The Head Students, Deputy Head Students, Senior Student Advisers and 
International Ambassadors are appointed in Year 12 and serve for a year. 
They meet together regularly as a team to plan and review their activities 
and report to the Academy’s Executive Leadership Team on a termly 
basis. At its widest, the role of this group is to represent the voices of 
all the students within the Academy, both listening to the students’ ideas 
and views and also challenging, where necessary, helping students to 
understand how the Academy works and what their potential roles within 
it could be. The Student Leadership Team undertakes the ‘student peer 
review’ of the schools within the RSA Family of Academies; enabling the 

our current practices and recommending changes. 

House Captains

The role of the House Captain is to support the Heads of House in 
encouraging and motivating students to do their best. They are trained in 
listening and counselling skills as well as in restorative practices and so are 
able to mentor students and deal with any low level incidents that occur 
within the House.

Lead Learners

Every year a number of students in Key Stage 3 receive training to enable 
them to support learning. Their training course covers: leading in lessons, 
supporting other students on a one-to-one basis, designing and leading 
plenary sessions and providing student feedback to teachers about the 
lesson. This role is important in helping teachers to meet the needs of 
students in their class.

Student Parliament

Student Parliament meets on a weekly basis during enrichment to explore 
issues that are of concern to students. Their activities include: conducting 

surveys to gather students’ views, leading assemblies and inviting members 
of staff to their meetings to discuss relevant issues. Over the past year 
Student Parliament has been involved in designing a new Rewards System, 
conducting a Lifestyle Survey to identify key issues affecting students 
within the Academy and in the wider community, looking at ways of 
addressing bullying – cyber bullying in particular and working with the 
local police on community issues. 

Sports Leaders

A number of students have completed a Junior Sports Leaders 

sports lessons in local primary schools and within the Academy itself.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
To support our aspiration to develop students as leaders 
we have created our own in-house Student Leadership 
Training Programme. Students can apply or are selected to 
participate in this programme and through the programme 
are supported in developing the skills to lead in a variety 
of situations.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student Leadership
Developing our students as leaders is a   
priority at the RSA Academy. Leadership is 
one of the Opening Minds competences 
and we believe that encouraging students 
to lead equips them with skills that will 
stand them in good stead for the future.                                

A range of leadership roles have been created 
for students at different stages to provide 
opportunities to develop these skills.

Year 8 Leadership Programme

The RSA Family of Academies has put in place a Year 8 Leadership Programme. 
This is a very exciting opportunity for a group of Year 8 students to learn a 
range of leadership skills and then have the chance to use them within the 
Academy. A bespoke training programme runs throughout Year 8 and students 
from each of the Family of Academy schools work together, visiting each other’s 
school and enjoying a residential weekend at the University of Warwick. 
A great opportunity for some of our younger students who might then develop 
into Head Girl and Head Boy candidates!



The RSA and the RSA Family of Academies
The RSA Academy is sponsored by the Royal Society for the encouragement of Arts, 
Manufactures and Commerce (RSA); a charity founded in 1754. The RSA has a long and proud 
record of achievements within education having been involved in establishing the right of all 
children to a free education in the 19th century through to the 20th century when it organised 
Industry Year in 1986. 

One of its key projects around the millennium was Opening 
Minds: Education for the 21st century. This project has been hugely 

the development of the RSA competences. 

The RSA is a membership organisation with over 28,000 Fellows in 

and great merit, spanning all areas of education and commerce. 
Many of these Fellows take a great interest in the RSA Academy 
and its students, getting involved in the life of the Academy as often 
as they can. They offer fantastic work experience opportunities 
for students – notably for the 4 Post-16 students last year who 

manufacturers, based in Birmingham’s famous Jewellery Quarter is 
working with the RSA Academy in a unique partnership providing 
students with the chance to work alongside professional jewellery 
designers. A great example of the impact of the RSA Fellowship on 
students’ learning.

active sponsor.  We are also fortunate to be a member of a Family 
of Academies. This means that we can work closely with the other 
RSA sponsored Academies in Redditch, Coventry and Birmingham. 

out a ‘peer review’ at the other schools. Similarly, we have 
welcomed students from our family of schools to Tipton. 

staff from other schools, reviewing their practices, learning from 
them and then looking at what we, ourselves, do and what we 
might change.

compare that with the other RSA Academies. This type of learning 
is very effective and we look forward to doing more of it in 
the future. 
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